Scarification of the Gums?Reasons for it.?Dr. Marshall Hall says, that there is no practical fact, of the truth and value of which he is more satisfied than that of the effect and efficacy of scarification of the gums in infants, and not in infants only, but in children. "The process of teething," he observes, "is one of augmented arterial action and of vascular action generally j but it is also one of augmented nervous action; for formation, like nutrition, secretion, &c., generally, is always one of nervi-vascular action, and of this the case in question is, from its peculiar rapidity, one of the most energelic. Like other physiological processes, it is apt to become, from that very character of energy, pathological, or of morbid activity. It is obviously, then, attended with extreme suffering to the little patient; the brain is irritable, and the child is restless and cross j the gums are tumid and heated; there is fever, an affection of the general vascular system, and there are, too frequently, convulsions of various degrees and kinds, manifested in the muscles which move the eyeball, the thumb and finger, the toes; the larnyx, the parietes of the respiratory cavities; and the limbs and frame in general, affections of the excito-motor part of the nervous system, and of the secretions of the liver, kidneys and intestines, affections of the ganglionic division 01 that system. "What is the precise cause and source of these formidable effects ? Can the mere tension and irritation of the gum situated over the more prominent part of the teeth be the cause of such extensive morbid actions ? I think not. The real source of these phenomona is in the entire dental system, in which actions of unusual energy and extent are going on?sub-inflammatory they might be called, were they not, in reality, of an essentially different nature and origin. This undue action takes place in the fangs and sockets of the teeth in their whole extent, with their connections, vascular, nervous, and membranous. But the focus from which the nervous actions emanate is, I believe, not as is generally imagined, the nerves of the mere gurus seated over the prominent parts of the teeth, but the nerves which may be emphatically termed the nerves of the teeth themselves, the nerves which enter into the very fangs and substance of the teeth.
A. Ward, aged 50, of mixed temperament, and has always enjoyed tolerable health. In the commencement of October she first perceived a small excrescence between the canine and cuspidate teeth on the left side of the inferior maxilla, and she suffered occasionally lancinating pain, with bleeding; it rapidly increased in size, pressing the teeth forwards, and spread over the double teeth on the same side. Early in November she had three teeth extracted, the tumor speedily filling up the space. On the 14th of November the tumor extended from the level of the angle of the inferior maxilla to the symphysis: its level was considerably above that of the surrounding teeth, and it projected considerably into the mouth. The bone was not thickened, nor were the integuments or neighboring glands at all implicated in the disease.
The tumor was cleanly scooped out so as to leave the alveolar structure denuded; its texture was the same as the specimen produced. The diseased structure did not appear to again encroach until the 1st of December, when it was necessary to daily destroy the new growth with escharotics, and these became insufficient to destroy it by the middle of December. 
